
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S10141September 9, 1998
2860. This estimate was approved by Paul N.
Van de Water, Assistant Director for Budget
Analysis.∑
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TRIBUTE TO ELIZABETH SNYDER

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor Elizabeth Snyder, a
longtime civic leader who helped pave
the way for women to assume positions
of leadership in California. She died in
Los Angeles on August 26, 1998.

Elizabeth first came to national at-
tention in 1954, when she was elected
Chair of the California Democratic
Party, becoming the first woman in the
United States to be elected chair of a
major political party in any state. In a
career that spanned more than half a
century, Elizabeth worked prominently
in the California presidential cam-
paigns of Harry Truman, Adlai Ste-
venson, and Lyndon Johnson and
served as the California Co-Chair of
President Jimmy Carter’s 1976 Presi-
dential campaign.

Born on April 8, 1914, in Minnesota of
immigrant parents, Elizabeth and her
family moved to San Diego in the early
1920s. Following the collapse of her fa-
ther’s business at the outset of the
Great Depression, Elizabeth, her moth-
er and two brothers relocated to East
Los Angeles where life was, in her
words, ‘‘lean, precarious and hard.’’
Elizabeth graduated with honors from
Garfield High School in 1931. She stud-
ied at Los Angeles City College and
graduated as a political science major
from the University of California at
Los Angeles in 1933. She went on to be-
come one of the first two doctoral can-
didates in UCLA’s political science de-
partment.

After World War II, Elizabeth became
involved in the first of many Congres-
sional campaigns on behalf of her life-
long friend and mentor, Congressman
Chet Holifield. In 1959, she co-founded
one of California’s first political cam-
paign management firms, Snyder-
Smith. Although she remained com-
mitted to what she believed were the
true ideals and principles of the Demo-
cratic Party, Elizabeth never hesitated
in non-partisan races to support Re-
publicans whom she believed to be best
qualified to serve in office.

None of her political activities was
more important to Elizabeth than her
lifelong effort to bring about greater
participation by women in the political
arena. During the 1970s, Elizabeth de-
voted herself to the mentoring of Los
Angeles women in politics, holding
weekly luncheon meetings of The
Thursday Group at her Bunker Hill
apartment.

Her dedication to improving our soci-
ety extended beyond the realm of poli-
tics. She was especially proud of her
work on the prevention of fetal alcohol
syndrome which culminated in ordi-
nances requiring the restaurants and
bars to post warnings to women regard-
ing the dangers of alcohol consumption
during pregnancy. In addition to all
her varied civic activities, Elizabeth

will be remembered fondly by the lit-
erally thousands of men and women to
whom she provided comfort and assist-
ance in overcoming the adversities of
alcoholism and substance abuse.

In 1994, she received the prestigious
CORO Public Affairs Award in recogni-
tion of her lifelong commitment to the
reform of the American system of gov-
ernment in which she so deeply be-
lieved. As Elizabeth herself once wrote,
In the last analysis, the most signifi-
cant single political activity is not
winning elections and defeating oppo-
nents, it is improving, expanding and
correcting government structure, so
that democracy works.

On behalf of my colleagues in the
Senate, I extend my heartfelt condo-
lences to her husband, Nathan, and her
daughter, United States District
Judge, Christina A. Snyder.∑
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MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2454

Mr. LOTT. I understand that S. 2454,
which was introduced earlier by Sen-
ator MCCONNELL and others, is at the
desk, and I ask it be read for the first
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 2454) to provide for competition
between forms of motor vehicle insurance, to
permit an owner of a motor vehicle to choose
the most appropriate form of insurance for
that person, to guarantee affordable pre-
miums, to provide for more adequate and
timely compensation for accident victims,
and for other purposes.

Mr. LOTT. I ask now for its second
reading, and would object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. The bill will be read
the second time on the next legislative
day.
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CHILD CUSTODY PROTECTION
ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. LOTT. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate now turn to consider-
ation of S. 1645, the child custody bill.

Mr. DASCHLE. I object.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard.
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. LOTT. In light of the objection, I
move to proceed to S. 1645, and send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provision of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to S. 1645, the Child Custody
Protection Act:

Trent Lott, Orrin Hatch, Spencer Abra-
ham, Charles Grassley, Slade Gorton,
Judd Gregg, Wayne Allard, Pat Rob-

erts, Bob Smith, Paul Coverdell, Craig
Thomas, James Jeffords, Jeff Sessions,
Rick Santorum, Mitch McConnell,
Chuck Hagel.

Mr. LOTT. For the information of all
Senators, this cloture vote will occur
on Friday, 1 hour after the Senate con-
venes, unless changed by unanimous
consent. I am making an effort to
make sure that we have some votes on
Friday, but as is usually the case, we
would do our best to accommodate
Members and have the votes before
noon on Friday so we could have clo-
ture vote on this bill, possibly on bank-
ruptcy reform, but I am still hoping we
can work that out.

I now ask that the mandatory
quorum under rule XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. I now withdraw the mo-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is withdrawn.

Mr. LOTT. I yield the floor.
Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I

think that a short explanation may be
in order with regard to the objection I
just made to the motion that has just
been filed by the majority leader.

Obviously, there are varied opinions
about the nature of this legislation and
its propriety and how we might pursue
some resolution to the issue of individ-
uals transported from one State to an-
other. I think the fundamental ques-
tion, once more, is simply procedural.
Can we find a way to take into account
legitimate concerns that should be
raised under a debate of this nature? I
believe that there are many relevant
amendments that will be declared non-
germane but that are certainly rel-
evant to this very complex question.

If a cloture motion on the bill were
to be successful, it would preclude
those amendments. It is for that reason
that I objected.

It is also worth noting that we are
being asked to proceed to yet another
bill that has had little debate at the
same time we are being told that there
is not enough time left in the session
to debate HMO reform. That causes me
concern as well.

Perhaps we could explore the possi-
bility of coming up with a definitive
list on this legislation as we are at-
tempting to do on bankruptcy. I don’t
know. But I do know this, that filing
cloture prior to the time we had a de-
bate, filing cloture prior to the time we
have even considered whether that op-
tion is available to us, in my view, is
premature, and for that reason I had to
object.

I yield the floor.
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, could I just

inquire of Senator DASCHLE, the Demo-
cratic leader, is there some Senator
that I should get Senator ABRAHAM to
contact about this particular bill, or
just talk through you?

Mr. DASCHLE. There are a number
of Senators, and I will certainly pro-
vide the Senator with the information.
I wouldn’t want to preclude somebody
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